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April 22, 2015
PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Subject: LNVA funds a grant for BTA’s Neches River Adventures Environmental “Floating” Classroom    
The Lower Neches Valley Authority (LNVA) recently presented the Big Thicket Association (BTA) a check for $40,000 to support the funding of the BTA’s Neches River Adventures Environmental Education Classroom. This is an environmental education program developed by the Big Thicket Association in which students travel the Neches River aboard the Ivory Bill, a 45 foot pontoon boat.  Students take part in a variety of instructional programming which involves hands-on experiments and demonstrations while they explore the Neches River and various tributaries in the Big Thicket National Preserve.  Staff on board the Ivory Bill include a licensed captain, deckhand, and a certified teacher trained in providing aquatic experiences for students.  
Besides providing classes for area students, donors also provide funding for teacher workshops.  Workshops are presented in locations throughout the region.  

Jan Ruppel, BTA President, said “Funding provided by donors like LNVA, have given the Big Thicket Association the opportunity to provide these environmental educational classes FREE to public and private schools throughout Big Thicket National Preserve’s seven county region.” 

Scott Hall, General Manager of LNVA, says that “The LNVA Directors began supporting the environmental classes in 2014 to assist the BTA’s efforts to provide area students the opportunity to learn more about the Neches River and its vital relationship with Southeast Texas communities, businesses, and industries. The floating classroom gives students an on-site view of our area’s resources that many would not have the opportunity to experience”.    
This year, The Big Thicket Association and the Big Thicket National Preserve are celebrating the National Park Service’s Centennial Year.  With donor support, the BTA will host and co-host a number of centennial events to promote conservation of the natural resources and rich history of our National Parks including: Monthly Explore Your Thicket Hikes, Neches River Rally, and Big Thicket Day. From March through November, BTA’s Neches River Adventures also offers public tours and private charters on the river and into the Big Thicket National Preserve.
Submitted by:

Bruce Walker, BTA Executive Director    

director@bigthicket.org   
(409) 782-3486. 
